
	  

  
  
  
  
  
  
November 3, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Paul Ryan 
Speaker 
U.S. House of Representatives 
H-232 The Capitol 
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Democratic Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives 
H-204 The Capitol 
Washington, DC 20515

 
Dear Speaker Ryan and Leader Pelosi: 
 
Health IT Now (HITN) is writing to request that you include critical Medicare reforms in year-end 
Medicare legislation. HITN is a diverse coalition of health care providers, patient advocates, consumers, 
employers, and payers who support the adoption and use of health IT to improve health care and to lower 
costs. 
 
There is current legislation in the House that is essential to bringing the Medicare program into the 21st 
century. We specifically request that the following bills be included in year-end Medicare legislation: 
H.R. 3727, the Increasing Telehealth Access in Medicare Act, which would allow Medicare Advantage 
plans to fully utilize telehealth services; H.R. 3164, which would improve access to home dialysis 
therapy; and H.R. 1148, the Furthering Access to Stroke Telemedicine Act of 2017. In the case of H.R. 
3727, we encourage you to amend the language to start earlier – in plan year 2019 instead of 2020. These 
bills allow technology to be fully leveraged to increase access to care and lower costs, specifically for 
vulnerable and high-needs patients. 
 
Medicare lags the majority of other health payers – including Medicaid, the private sector, the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, and the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program – in covering and reimbursing 
for telehealth enabled services. Including these bills in year-end Medicare legislation will allow healthcare 
providers to more effectively delivery care when and where patients need it. We look forward to working 
with you to ensure these bills are signed into law by the end of the year. 
 
Sincerely, 
	  
	  
	  
Joel C. White 
Executive Director 
	  
Cc: Chairman Brady, House Ways & Means Committee 
Ranking Member Neal, House Ways & Means Committee 
Chairman Walden, House Energy & Commerce Committee 
Ranking Member Pallone, House Energy & Commerce Committee 


