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March 18, 2013 

 
The Honorable Erik Paulsen  
126 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Paulsen:  
 
The Health IT Now Coalition is pleased to support HR 523, the Protect Medical Innovation Act of 2013. 
This legislation would repeal the medical device tax enacted as part of the Affordable Care Act from 
being implemented, thereby improving patient access to new innovative medical technologies and 
lowering health care costs.   
 
Health IT Now is a coalition of organizations that promotes the adoption and use of health information 
technology (HIT) to lower costs and improve quality, safety and outcomes. Our membership is diverse; 
it includes health care providers, small businesses, large employers, patient advocates and consumers, 
insurers, brokers and agents, and others that share our views. These comments reflect the views of the 
Health IT Now Coalition, but are not necessarily those of any individual member. 

Medical devices have made a significant impact on patient’s health and have the potential to change the 
way the medical world operates.  Patients, providers, Congress and the Administration have placed a 
high value on leveraging technology to enhance care-coordination strategies to improve health outcomes 
and lower costs. An emerging strategy in these models is the integrated use of mobile medical apps by 
clinicians and patients with electronic health records and personal health records. Such tools provide 
assistance to patients and others to better manage their care. 

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) however, has issued a draft guidance that would subject 
mobile medical applications, and potentially Electronic Health Records, as medical devices through their 
authority under the Food Drug and Cosmetic Act.  If mobile medical apps are regulated as medical 
devices, they will be subject to the health care reform law's 2.3 percent medical-device tax.  As with 
almost all excise taxes, the costs will be passed on to and paid by consumers.  We believe this will have 
a substantial negative impact on the creativity and innovation in the mobile medical app market while 
raising prices for consumers.    
 
This is why we endorse H.R. 523, and look forward to working with you to help ensure the bill is signed 
into law this Congress. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Joel White 
Executive Director 


