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December 15, 2015 

 

 

David C. Benton, RGN, PhD, FFNF, FRCN, FAAN 

Chief Executive Officer 

National Council of State Boards of Nursing 

111 East Wacker Drive 

Suite 2900 

Chicago, IL 60601-4277 

 

Dear Dr. Benton: 

 

The Health IT Now Coalition (HITN) is writing to express our support for the Nurse Licensure 

Compact (NLC). We applaud your continued commitment to removing state barriers to the 

practice of medicine. 

 

HITN is a diverse coalition of health care providers, patient advocates, consumers, employers, 

and payers who support the adoption and use of health IT to improve health care and to lower 

costs. We believe that state barriers to telehealth adoption and use, including licensing, impede 

the effective application of technology in healthcare, which can improve access to care while 

lowering costs. Interstate compacts are one way to address this issue that HITN fully supports.  

 

Specifically, HITN supports the NLC’s system of reciprocity and believes it is a critical 

component to reducing burdens. A compact that does not include reciprocity – that still requires 

physicians to go through the licensing process and pay fees in every state – does not reduce 

burdens on providers or allow for easy access to care for patients. We commend your 

commitment to reciprocity and believe the NLC is a great first step in allowing for optimal 

utilization of technology in the delivery of care that can be a model for other compacts. 

 

In order to advance access to better quality and coordinated care via telehealth, HITN supports 

the NLC and believes it should serve as an example for other state licensing compacts. We look 

forward to working with you and your colleagues to advance the NLC and telehealth utilization. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Joel C. White 

 

 

 


