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January 30, 2014 
 
 
Congressman Fred Upton 
Chairman 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
2125 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515 

Congressman Henry Waxman 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
2322A Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515 

 
Congressman Greg Walden 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Communications 
and Technology 
2125 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515 

 
Congresswoman Anna Eshoo 
Ranking Member, , Subcommittee on 
Communications and Technology 
2322A Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515 

 
 
Dear Chairmen Upton and Walden and Ranking Members Waxman and Eshoo:  
 
Health IT Now is a broad based coalition of patient groups, provider organizations, employers, and 
payers that support incentives to deploy heath information technology to improve quality, health 
outcomes, and patient safety and to lower costs.  
 
Health IT Now commends the Committee for addressing the need for a 21st century 
Communications Act.  Considering the breadth and depth of new consumer technologies in the past 
two decades, such an update is overdue.   
 
The convergence of medical advances, health IT, and a nation-wide broadband network are 
transforming the delivery of care, making it more accessible, affordable, and effective.  We no longer 
live in an era where office visits are required – now patients can connect with healthcare providers 
virtually, leverage their smartphone or tablet for the latest health information or track their care 
plan using any number of broadband Internet enabled applications.  Estimates indicate that the 
number of smartphone consumers using mobile medical apps will grow to 500 million by 2015.  
Furthermore, 62 percent of doctors are using tablets -- Apple iPads still being the favorite -- 
compared to only 35 percent a year ago.   
 
Technology and healthcare have become permanently intertwined and mutually reliant as we move 
toward a technology enabled health system.  This new paradigm makes your modernization effort 
critical to the future advancements of Health IT and the health care sector at large. 

While communications law has remained rooted in the monopoly telephone era, the pace of 
converging communications capabilities with technology innovations has accelerated in all areas of 
the economy, creating tremendous potential in sectors like health IT.  In order to transform our 
nation’s healthcare system, we must leverage the latest technological innovations and tools and the 
foundation for achieving that is ensuring the laws that govern our advanced communications 
networks adequately reflect the technological landscape we live in.  A modernized communications 
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framework will encourage innovation in new technologies, allow for network prioritization on both 
wired and wireless networks, provide flexibility for Internet service providers and health care 
providers to experiment with new business models, and incent investment in new broadband 
networks which are becoming the foundation of modern healthcare delivery.   

Our members have testified to the Energy and Commerce Health Subcommittee on creating a new 
regulatory framework for health IT.  Specifically, we have noted the lack of inter-agency 
coordination between the FCC, FTC, ONC and FDA as a regulatory burden and barrier to innovation 
and enhanced patient safety.   

We believe any new framework should break down the silos that lead to a lack of coordination 
across agencies and regulatory requirements.  These silos lead to confusion and uncertainty in the 
market, which inhibits investment and, ultimately, new technologies that benefit patients.  We have 
suggested, specifically in the realm of health technologies, that a coordinated role for agency 
enforcement and jurisdiction is desirable.  We believe ONC can play this role, particularly in mobile 
medical applications that increasingly rely on the Internet for data hosting and for running cloud 
based applications.   

We also believe that, for low risk technologies, Congress could authorize the use of private, expert 
contractors with expertise in evaluating software as a way to promote greater flexibility in 
regulating new technologies that can change, via updates, on a daily basis.   

Congress’s willingness to begin the process of modernizing the Communications Act for the 21st 
century is extremely encouraging.  With exciting new technologies permeating even more aspects 
of our lives, from healthcare to education, it is crucial that the pioneers of these advancements and 
the consumers who will benefit have an adaptable framework to foster success and prosperity.  For 
patients and healthcare providers across the country, this bipartisan endeavor is the first step 
towards a system that will improve outcomes, save money, and bolster quality of life.  
 
We look forward to working with the committee on this important initiative.  
 
Sincerely  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Joel White  
Executive Director  
Health IT Now  
 


